Targeting chronic central nervous system HIV infection.
Central nervous system (CNS) HIV infection is a nearly universal facet of systemic infection. Although antiretroviral therapy is generally effective in suppressing this infection and reducing its severe complications, reports of continued neurological abnormalities have questioned whether treatment developed for systemic efficacy is optimized for CNS infection. Shikuma et al. report that a 'monocyte efficacy' score based on cell culture studies and applied to antiretroviral drugs correlated with neuropsychological performance in a previously reported cohort. Although there are important questions regarding the theoretical underpinnings of both this score and its application, the findings present a novel slant on therapy.